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20 September 1960

| Chief

Foreign Brcadcast Informmation Service
24” EO Stmt 1‘}. w.

Yashingtom 25, D. C.
Dear Rogem : Subject: HNoscow Coverege

I sm sorry that the dackground paper I promised has been delayed,
tut I had hoped that the question of Koscow Germman coverage migsht be
resolved if I waited another woek,

John Campbell cume in this morning to show rme a copy of a letter
Sir Beresford Clark has asent the Ambassador about a visit to Caversham
and we took the opportunity todiscuss several other questions. Jmong
then was the question of coversge and the mimites of the last Coordin-
ation Meeting,

I mentioned onos again that in the mimutes of the meeting the BBC
undertook t0 examine the statement of requirements of FEIS and to discuss
this matter further with FRIS. I saild that since nearly a year had
elapsed I thought some sort of oomment should be made by the BEC about
specific questions raised by the minutes.

He sald that it was not at all clear to him that the winutes
required any comment from him, although he would examine them once wmore
10 see if any reply were required of the 33C.

In the ocoursc of the discusslon which followed, he pointed out
that FEIS and the BEC agreed in writing at the time of the BEC budget
cut in 1954 to reduce coverage. That reduction; he said, was permanent
because the EBC had never been allotted any money to restore the cuts
nade at that time, Murthermore, ho said, it iz zbsolutely clear that
FHIS can get no more coverage unless it decides that it can do without
some other coverage.

I replied that I did not see how one could consider a Wudget cut
of a particular year necessarily permanent. I pointed out that since
1954 FHIS had considerably expanded its ooverage whereas the 23C had
reduced its coverage.
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He reiterated that what took place before 1954 did not count sinoce
FEIS had agreed to the BIC cuts and that that agreement is in writing
and effective to this day. Actually, he said, the BEC had inorvased
its coverage above the level of 1954 and was keoping paoce with expansion.

He said as regards the FEIS expansion and ocoverege schedule that
it was all very presty but FEIS did not actually cover material on its
coverage list. He cited what he said were the discrepancies detween
the actual ocverage of Hanoi and the coverage saheduls, which he had
geen in Saigon. He added that there were many scores oh which the BEC
was dissatisfied with FEIS coverage, and this was particularly true of
Chinese Regionals.

He then added that as the BEC had learned to compromise FEIS would
have to compromise, and that if I would pernit him to speak frankly, be
felt I was less ready to compromise than many others,

I replied that FEIS in all my experience had taken its coverage
schedule most seriously and that the schedule was carefully followed
every place I hal ever been. I said that if the BEC found feult with
FEIS ocoversge or processing, it should make its diffioulties known.
Never, I added, had I heard of any BEC difficulty with FEIS that I had
pot handled immediately through the proper channels, and never had I
known a oomplaint to go without scme kind of corrective action or
explanation. I said that I felt cns could not compromise about import~
ant blocks of coverage such as 25 psroent of the Serbo-Crost broedcasts
from X 0300w,

1 fear that I annoyed John in pressing for an anewer on this
coverage matter, dut I find myself in a rather difficult position.
1f I press for an anewer, he becomes very unheppyt if I do not press,
he remains silent about our questions for monthe or even 3 year.

Several times Washington has asked the BEC for items in memsages
or letters - the Moscow coverage, CRU papers, External Servioes schedule
list, the C and ¥ pateh, and the routing of BEC regquirements ou Medbureau
through Weshington - and John has simply not answered its questions.

1 shall not prejudice sny future disoussion that you or others
will have about Yosoow and other coverage with John by having any wore
exchanges with him along these present linos, although I think i% sound
that our discussions continued up to the point where his position ot
inflexidility became cleer.

1 am not enclosing any letter such as might have besn writien
Jolm from Yashington as I had mentioned, as this lotter almost
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and he have STAT
ooin with | visit, and I presume you
dilo?;::; this matter and he will be talking with the BBC.

Chief, London }%oo\l STAT
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